
 

House Rules of The Wickford Yacht Club 
 

HOURS AND FACILITY LOCK DOWN PROCEDURES: 
The club will be unlocked during the Summer Season from 8:30 – 4 seven days a week.  At all 
other times, except during club functions, all entry doors to the club should be locked.  

After 4 PM during the Summer Season and at all times during the Winter Season, every 
member is responsible for ensuring that all doors are locked when they leave the club, even 
when cars are in the parking lot.  

The doors that members should check for security are: two sliding doors on second floor; sail 
locker (push button on door knob); sliders in the Great Room; ice machine hallway; kitchen 
(deadbolt and door knob); WYC front door. 

 
KEYS: 
Each member shall be issued a club key.  This key may not be passed to a non-member under 
any circumstances.  Copies will not be made of club keys. 

 
CLUB STEWARD 
The Club Steward has the responsibility under the direction of the Executive Board to enforce 
Club rules.  

The Club Steward should not be asked to perform personal tasks or run errands for club 
members, nor should the Steward provide waterborne transportation to members or visitors. 

 
HOUSE AND GROUNDS: 
The Club is not responsible for loss of property of members or their guests. 

Members are responsible for maintaining Club property and reporting problems to the Steward 
or House Committee. 

Members are responsible for returning all Club facilities to good order after their use. 

Outboard motors, gasoline, oil or gear should not be stored inside the Clubhouse or pavilion. 

Boat trailers and other personal property may not be stored on the Club grounds. The Rear 
Commodore or Sailing Activity Chairperson may provide special permission during Club 
sponsored regattas. 

Bikes must be parked in the racks provided and kept away from entrances and walkways. 

The rock wall and the ISDN Septic system areas are off limits to members and guests. 

Except when participating in WSA activities, family members and guests under 18 must be 
accompanied by an adult club member when on Club property.  Access to the second level and 
upper patio require a club member to be present on the upper level with anyone under 18, and 
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the club computer and televisions are off limits to those under 18 at all times even when adult 
club members may be present. 

Family members and guests under 12 must wear a flotation device when on the docks or 
ramps. 

 

USE OF GALLEY 
The main galley may be used by members for personal preparation of meals.  Members are 
responsible for cleaning the galley, washing everything they used, and putting it away.  

The refrigerator in the main galley is not intended as a collective food storage space for 
members.  Its primary purpose is to provide refrigeration for club functions.  However, members 
are welcome to use the refrigerator to store food for a few hours.  Overnight storage is NOT 
permitted.  

Alcohol may NEVER be stored in the main galley refrigerator.  

The refrigerator is off-limits to WSA staff and juniors.  

The dish sanitizer in the main galley is not a dishwasher.  Members are encouraged to hand 
wash the items that need cleaning.  The sanitizer’s use is limited to pre-washed plates, 
glassware, and utensils. 

The second floor galley is not for meal preparation or clean up.  The sink is very temperamental 
and the space is too limited.  Please use the main galley for these activities. 

 

ICE 
The ice machine is intended to be kept as a food quality environment.  That means nothing 
other than the ice scoop should enter the ice chest.  

Club members have access to ice throughout the year.  To maintain the availability of ice for all 
members, ice use during the Summer Season has some limitations:  

● At all times, the ice bin must remain approximately one-half full.  If you want ice and the 
ice bin is below that level, please check with the steward before taking ice. 

● On the day of a club function or the days leading up to a club cruise, only pre-packaged 
ice can be taken without permission from the steward.  

● Filling multiple ice chests is not allowed.  Generally, a member is limited to the 
equivalent of two plastic ice bags per 24 hour period, including those members “stocking 
up” for a cruise or a fishing excursion. 

 

PARKING 
The WYC lot is for MEMBERS ONLY.  Guests must park on Pleasant Street, even if they are 
the driver of a car in which a WYC member is riding.  Exceptions to this rule are: 
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● Guests may park in the WYC lot during member hosted functions that have received 
Board approval.  

● Guests may park in the lot during weekend regattas sponsored by the club.  Wednesday 
night participants must park on Pleasant Street. 

Each member will receive ONE parking sticker for the season.  Only cars with stickers will be 
allowed to park in the Club lot.  

Members should park in the lot so as to maximize the number of cars in the lot, observing the 
seasonal parking rules.  A copy of the rules will be published in Over the Waves and posted on 
the Shop Door. 

Cars in the lot may not be locked and keys must be in the car so that other members can move 
the car if needed. If parking in the lot for an extended period, keys may be left with the steward. 

Parking at the end of Pleasant Street on the boat ramp is prohibited by Coastal regulations. 
Night time parking and bad weather parking on this ramp, or parking there for overflow, is not 
allowed during any event.  

 

GUESTS 
Guests are welcomed at the Wickford Yacht Club and should be viewed as potential members. 

Members may bring guests to any club event that is not restricted to members only.  The event 
fee for a guest may be higher than for a club member. 

Guests are encouraged to volunteer to help with various club events. 

A guest should be with a member at all times on club property with the following exceptions: 

Wed Night Racing 

WSA events 

Regattas sponsored by the WYC 

WYC Board approved events where this is allowed (e.g. Open Houses or Sailing Clinics) 

The member is responsible for making sure that the guest is aware of and observes the WYC 
House rules at all times. 

 

PETS 
Pets on the Club grounds should be on a leash at all times.  Pets are not permitted on the patio 
during club functions nor inside the clubhouse or on the second level at any time. 

 
SAIL LOCKER 
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The Sail Locker and its equipment is for the use of the Race Committee.  Storage of personal 
equipment in the locker is not permitted.  

 

CLUB BOATS 
WSA and Club motor boats are for use by sailing instructors, the race committee, and the frost 
bite fleet.  These boats are not for general use by members nor are they for the provision of 
launch service for members, guests, or visiting yachts.  

WSA and club sailing dinghy craft are not available for use by members except during sailing 
classes. 

Several kayaks have been set aside for member use.  Use is first come first served and can be 
arranged by the Club Steward.  

 
MOORINGS 
The Club maintains three moorings at Dutch Harbor – WYC 1, WYC 2, and WYC 3 - and 
mooring #304 in Newport Harbor for the exclusive use of member vessels. Rafting of club 
vessels must be permitted on these moorings.  

Guest vessels are not permitted on the Club moorings at any time.  The Harbor Master should 
be notified if there is a problem. 

The moorings in Wickford Harbor are under the control of the Club Steward.  They are primarily 
for use by WYC guests and are for short term stay.  Members who need to use the moorings 
should contact the Club Steward. 

 
DOCKS 
All docks are for use by members only.  Family members and guests under 12 must wear a 
flotation device while on the docks. 

Horseplay or running on the docks is not allowed. 

Fishing and swimming from the docks is prohibited, however, boat bottoms may be cleaned at 
the dock when the boat being cleaned is not part of a raft and when an observer, other than the 
steward, is present. 

The main or North dock is restricted to loading and unloading only.  
● No craft shall be left on this dock for more than 30 minutes  
● Boats on this dock must not be left unattended. 

During Wednesday night racing, the North dock is restricted to race committee boats ONLY. 

Organized sailing events take precedence over the use of all dock space during pre-race 
preparations and post-race return. 
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The West dock is to be used for the service, maintenance, and repairs of member’s vessels only 
and no vessel shall remain on the dock longer than 48 hours.  Rafting of 2 vessels must be 
permitted if the Club Steward or Fleet Captain requests this configuration.  

Vessels left unattended overnight at any dock without permission of the Fleet Captain will be 
assessed a dockage fee as approved by the Board which will be subject to existing Club rules 
regarding the payment of fees. 

Dinghy spaces are assigned by the Fleet Captain according to the Dinghy Policy.  Short term 
(several hours) dinghy “parking” is ONLY permitted on the south (inshore) end of the East dock. 

Small boats must be launched and hauled from the ramp and take care not to block the dinghy 
dock after launching. 
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Dinghy Storage Policy 
These spaces are a premium privilege that we can only extend to 61 of our members due to 
space constraints.  This year, there are 45 Dinghy Dock spaces, 8 in-water spaces, and 8 rack 
spaces. As in years past, the demand for space exceeds the number of spaces available.  

This policy outlines the procedure for obtaining dinghy spaces, placing a space in suspension, 
and for relinquishing a space when it is no longer needed.  

There are three types of dinghy spaces at WYC – on the dock, in the water, and on the rack.  To 
be considered for dock storage, the dinghy must fit within the marked width and length of the 
spaces. Importantly, the overall length of the dinghy, including motor and propellers, may not 
exceed the length of the dock space.  To retain on the dock storage privileges, the entire vessel, 
including propellers, must be on the dock to avoid injury from protruding propellers to 
passengers passing by the dock. 

Any full time Active or Senior member in good standing may request the use of one, two, or all 
three types of space, but may only receive permission for one active dinghy space at a time.  

If there is not space to accommodate a member’s request, the member will be placed on one, 
two, or all three waiting lists, according to the date of the request.  

If a member who is granted storage space wishes to remain on other wait lists, they may do so. 

Once a space has been secured, the member will automatically be renewed for the use of the 
space in future years as long as the member remains in good standing and follows the protocol 
and procedures for dinghy storage.  

The protocol and procedures for dinghy storage are as follows: 
● Only the member who has been awarded the dinghy space may use the dinghy space. 

However, when the space may be available for some time, the holder should contact the 
Fleet Captain who will then offer the space temporarily to the next person on the waiting 
list. 

● All dinghies must display the WYC dinghy storage decal, obtained from the Fleet 
Captain.  

● To obtain the dinghy storage decal, the dinghy owner must provide the Fleet Captain 
with a DEM registration that must match the name of the member awarded the space.  If 
no motor is used, an alternate way of matching dinghy ownership to storage space 
award will be established by the Fleet Captain on a case by case basis.  

● When a member wishes to relinquish their space, they must let the Fleet Captain know 
as soon as possible so that the space can be assigned to the next member on the 
waiting list.  

● Under no circumstances is a member free to informally transfer their assigned space to 
another member, even in mid-season. All storage space assignments are made through 
the Fleet Captain.  Members who relinquish their space mid-season may receive a 
pro-rated rebate if another member accepts the offer of taking over the space. 

Revised January 13, 2020 6 



 

● A member who loses their good standing is immediately assumed to be in violation of 
these procedures and protocols. 

● Violation of these procedures and protocols will result in the revocation of the assigned 
storage space and removal from any and all dinghy storage waiting lists.  The member 
may return to the waiting list on a date no earlier than five years after their privileges 
have been revoked.  Both lessor and lessee will be considered to be in violation. 

 

The waiting list procedures for dinghy storage are as follows: 
● Waiting lists are independent of each other.  
● A member’s priority on the list will be determined by the date the Fleet Captain received 

the request.  
● Once the number of spaces has been determined, the Fleet Captain will contact the 

names on the wait list in the order of their priority.  
● A member who declines the opportunity to be assigned a space does not lose their 

priority on the waiting list for the following year. 
● A member who does not respond within 15 calendar days is assumed to have declined 

the opportunity to be assigned a space, but will not lose their priority on the waiting list 
for the following year. 

● A member who loses their good standing is immediately assumed to be in violation of 
these procedures and protocols. 

● Violation of these procedures and protocols will result in the removal of the member’s 
name from the waiting list for a period of at least five years.  

 

Request for Inactive Status – Member with dinghy storage space 
Members who have a storage space and who receive permission to go inactive for a season or 
part of a season will lose the use of their assigned dinghy space during the time of their 
inactivity.  During the period of inactivity, the Fleet Captain will backfill the space from the wait 
list.  For the purpose of retaining dinghy storage rights, a member may only be inactive for one 
season or a part of one season.  If the member remains inactive after this time frame they will 
lose their dinghy storage space privilege.  To be reassigned a space, the member will request 
placement on the wait list based on the date of their return to full good standing. 

 

Request for Inactive Status – Member without dinghy storage space 
Members who are on the dinghy storage space waitlist and who receive permission to go 
inactive for a season (or part of a season) will retain their place on the wait list during the first 
season of their inactive status. If the member remains inactive, they will lose their placement 
until they make a new wait list request.  
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