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?Beware of the Ides of March.? Not only did Shakespeare?s play Julius Ceasar point out 
that dire warning but on that same date in 1952, the World Record for Rainfall 
occurred.  Rain fell on the Indian Ocean Island of La Reunion ? and keeps falling, hard 
enough to register the world?s most voluminous 24-hour rainfall: 73.62 inches. That?s a 
day when you don?t want to see your mast boot or hatches leaking.

I am pleased to see as of this edit ion of the OTW some of our elder members have had 
shots in their arm.  Keep up your pat ience and we will get there.

The Club is in the process of gett ing all the hardware and lumber ready for the Pavilion 
walls and BBQ platform decking.  The windows and doors have now been on order for 
about six weeks.  A couple more weeks to go and we will get started.  The office 
upstairs looks a lot  neater and cleaner thanks to the hard work of Karen Pizzaruso, 
assisted by Jean Tammaro. Patty Kern and Elaine Lemieux have started the task of 
organizing the party decorat ions near the Commodore?s Room and our plan is to move 
the computer and printers out of that room and into the office space upstairs. Kathy 
Brown and Erin Spear are diligent ly preparing the Member?s Directory.  I could go on 
but needless to say, things are gett ing done.

March is one of those New England bridge months where every tenth day it?s warm 
enough to start  working on our boats.  I believe we will st ill have masks on going 
through the summer, but get your boats ready. They get you out and about, as well as, 
providing social distancing.

As always, please stay well,

Bob Kern, Commodore

Commodore's Log



 Fleet  Captain's Report
Our Spring Mini Cruise is on the weekend of June 19th and 20th. We?re being hosted by Bristol 
Yacht Club, and we?ve been invited to join in their ?dinghy parade?. Sound like a fun t ime, details 
will be shared as we get them. We?ve also been gett ing club moorings in Newport, Jamestown, 
and Wickford ready. 
 
Planning for the 2021 Summer Cruise is moving along well! Thank you to all of the folks that 
have attended our planning meetings-both "old hands" and first  t ime cruisers
were in attendance and all are stepping up to make it  a great experience.

The 2021 Cruise It inerary is as follows:

Sat Jul 31st  | Wickford to Cuttyhunk (WP0006) - 29.8nm
The Elizabeth Islands ... a slice of life preserved from centuries past 
Beach Party

Sun Aug 1st  | Cuttyhunk to Marion (WP0007)   - 16.4nm
Marion, MA on lovely Sippican Harbor in Buzzard's Bay 
Cruise dinner
 
Monday Aug 2nd  | Marion to Redbrook/Kingman (WP0008)      - 4.1nm
 Hors d?ouevres and drinks
 
Tuesday Aug 3rd | Redbrook/Kingman to Quissett  (WP0010) - 8.25nm
Quissett  Harbor - A great sailing dest inat ion off Buzzards Bay 
 
Wednesday Aug 4th | Quissett  to Third Beach (WP0012) (2 nights) - 27.8nm
Beach party

Friday Aug 6th  | Third Beach to Wickford - 17.5nm
 
For those of you planning summer cruising, below are a few shots of beaut iful Quissett  Harbor 
to look forward to during our summer cruise. Please remember, all members are welcome to 
the social act ivit ies during this event  - whether you cruise to the dest inat ion or drive there!

Best, Rex

http://cruising.coastalboating.net/Destinations/NE-US/ElizabethIslands/Cuttyhunk.html
http://cruising.coastalboating.net/Destinations/NE-US/ElizabethIslands/Cuttyhunk.html
http://cruising.coastalboating.net/Destinations/NE-US/ElizabethIslands/Cuttyhunk.html
http://cruising.coastalboating.net/Destinations/NE-US/Buzzards%20Bay/Marion.html
http://cruising.coastalboating.net/Destinations/NE-US/Buzzards%20Bay/Marion.html
http://cruising.coastalboating.net/Destinations/NE-US/Buzzards%20Bay/quissett/Quissett.html
http://cruising.coastalboating.net/Destinations/NE-US/Buzzards%20Bay/quissett/Quissett.html


 Sailing Act ivit ies Update

Lightning At lant ic Coast  Championship Confirmed 

The Lightning Class has confirmed that they will come to Wickford 
for their At lant ic Coast Championship over the July 24-25 
weekend. Several details remain unresolved, but the event will be 
based out of Wickford Cove Marina with the Race Committee and 
support boats operat ing from WYC.  A dinner is planned for 
Saturday evening at WYC, Covid permit t ing. 

The team for this event has not been assembled. Volunteers 
appreciated! It  should be a relat ively simple event to run with a 
signal boat and two mark boats.

Skip Whyte, Sailing Act ivit ies Chairman

Big Changes Underway ? Regist rat ion Open

It  has been a busy month for the WSA board with lots of zoom meetings and 
calls. WSA went ?live? with our 2021 program February 15th and 
registrat ions are already pouring in. We have redesigned most of our 
courses with huge changes in the classes for sailors in their first  years. 
Families have responded enthusiast ically to the new courses that feature a 
blended mix of sailing and STEM act ivit ies.

We are attempting to restructure the way we do almost everything while 
we are in the middle of the registrat ion process. The road will be bumpy, but 
we are pressing forward. We will be implementing an online registrat ion 
system that will also great ly enhance our ability to communicate with 
families, manage data, eventually save a lot  of labor. It  will mean more labor 
init ially as we operate two systems in parallel.

A new website is under construct ion which will interface with the online 
registrat ion. We hope to have it  up and running by March 1st. It  will remain 
accessible via the WYC website.

Early registrat ions are coming in with lots of Beginners and Adults. Our 
adult  capacity is limited and we expect to be filled before mid-March. Any 
WYC members interested in part icipat ing need to sign up right away.

Skip Whyte, President, WSA

 Wickford Sailing Associat ion Update



 Sea Dog Spring Results



 Meet the New Members

                 
                                                           
With all three sons on their own and out of their 
house in Kingston, they are ready to renew their 
love of Sailing with an 18ft  Catboat, purchased 
from their swimming friends Ezra and Tracy 
Smith. Mike and Jeanne are avid swimmers, both 
competing in Masters swimming, and ski and play 
golf as well.  They are looking forward to being a 
part  of the social, racing, and working party 
aspects of the Wickford Yacht Club as a major 
component of their ret irement years to come.

Annie Lannigan  
Funny how things go full circle.  When I was a 
child, my father had a 38? Egg Harbor which he 
kept at Nahegian?s Marina (now known as 
Brewer?s Safe Harbor).  There, he had gifted me 
a beautiful Dyer 7? 11? dinghy and a pair of oars.  
I rowed that lit t le boat all around Wickford 
Harbor with my stoic dog ?Liebchen? a mini? 
German Schnauzer, my navigator and first  mate.  
We would return to the mother ship when 
hungry enough to compromise our freedom.  

The next season, I convinced Dad to allow me to 
part icipate in sailing lessons at WYC .  It  was 
there that I t ied my first  of many bowlines and 
set my sites on farther horizons.  

While working at a restaurant in the bust ling 
seaport of Camden Maine, I signed up for my 
first  ?passage?.  It  was late Nov. when we left  
Wayfarer, and t ime was running out to make 
our way to the Ant igua.  CATANIA was a dainty 
but capable 42? English built  yawl.  After a 
couple of harrowing cold fronts, we made 
landfall in Bermuda.  I remember going to the 
phone booth in St. George?s main square and 
checking in with my mom.  It  was decades later, 
that I could sympathize how worried she must 
have been knowing that her 20-year-old 
daughter was 600 miles offshore in an old 
wooden boat.  But I gave her good assurance to 
stop up worrying as that proved to be the start  
of many completed passages.  

                                                                                                                                                                                           

                                                                                                                                                                                      
Boats permeated the market ing/sales work which I 
did.  I am sure you recognize some of the names?  
Lyman-Morse, Dyer, Cabo Rico, Ted Hood, Shannon, 
Kanter, C Raymond Hunt, which all lent to my 
boat ing knowledge.  What I came away with is that 
adage is true.  It  does not matter what it  is that you 
get out on the water in, just get out and do it !     

I have managed to pass my love of the sea onto my 
two girls, who are both accomplished sailors.  I am 
looking forward to enrolling my grandchildren in the 
Wickford sailing program in a couple of years, so it  is 
with that in mind, that I am most humbly grateful 
that the Wickford Yacht Club has accepted me as a 
member.  I look forward to giving back and spending 
t ime with new and old friends on the water.      

Since then, I have 
logged upwards of 
80k miles in a boat, 
most of which were 
sailed on TeMana, a 
65? aluminum 
cutter designed by 
Chuck Paine.

Jeanne and Mike Garr have 
been sailing together since 
they started dat ing in 1979. 
Married in 1980 in Upstate 
New York they moved to 
Rhode Island that year to 
attend Graduate School. 
Racing a Snipe in Newport 
unt il soon after having their 
first  of 3 sons, they took a 
hiatus from much act ive 
sailing unt il recent ly. Jeanne 
ret ired from Teaching in 
2020, Mike from Navy 
Sonar Research in 2019.                      
                                                           



 New Member Post ings

Kat hleen and Car l Bowen

106 Sodom Trail

Exeter RI02822

(c) 401-742-1959 Carl@Bowen.com

(c) 401-742-3875 |  Kathleen@Bowen.com
Returning to the WYCFAMILY MEMBERSHIP

Cigatoo 36?Grand Banks Classic

Sponsors: Paula and Peter Fahlman

Chuck Allen
Bruce and Barbara Dawson

~ ~ ~

Pet er  and Maureen Galst er

151 West Main Street

Wickford, RI,02852

FAMILY MEMBERSHIP

(c ) 401-269-1012 PMGalster@gmail.com

(c ) 401-419-6551 MaureenGalster@gmail.com 

 Granny Carr27? Brownell

T/T12? Sturdee Skiff

Sponsors: Chuck Allen
Rex Brewer

~ ~ ~

Deborah Moukawsher

181 Wethersfield Drive

Warwick, RI, 0886

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP

(c) 224-627-0247 |  debsailor28@gmail.com

Sponsors: Board Interview and offer from John Hughes & Linda Oliver Hughes

Any WYC Mem ber  w ishing t o com m ent  m ay cont act  t he Board of  
Governors

mailto:MaureenGalster@gmail.com


CONNECTIONS
Pleasant St. TIDINGS? send yours to Karen, Membership pkpizz@verizon.net



CONNECTIONS
Pleasant St. TIDINGS? send yours to Karen, Membership pkpizz@verizon.net

You can view that on YouTube 
ht t ps:/ /www.yout ube.com /wat ch?v=22RvS372DlQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=22RvS372DlQ


CONNECTIONS
Pleasant St. TIDINGS? send yours to Karen, Membership pkpizz@verizon.net

ht t ps:/ /www.weat her l ink .com /em beddablePage/show/1615080a192447a6be106815da683c88/sum m ary

ht t ps:/ / apps.apple.com /us/app/

allt rai ls-hike-bike-run/ id405075943

https://www.weatherlink.com/embeddablePage/show/1615080a192447a6be106815da683c88/summary
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/alltrails-hike-bike-run/id405075943
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/alltrails-hike-bike-run/id405075943


ANNIVERSARYLOOKBACK

Thirty Five Years Ago
1986 Commodore Douglas Levasseur
A major Capital Improvement project had 
been in the planning stage for over a year. 
In December 1985, the members, by a 
2/3 majority, approved an increase to 
their dues of $35.00
Finally, in January 1986 Doug signed for a 
$70K loan from East Providence Credit  
Union at 11.5% for a 15 year term.
Usage of club facilit ies was disrupted for 
4 to 5 months, but when the project was 
completed there was

(1)New entryway, lobby and coatroom
(2)A remodeled kitchen
(3)An expanded Great Room
(4)The first  floor kitchen galley had a new heat ing system
(5)A new roof deck went over the kitchen, hall and bath areas
(6)Two stairways were built  to the second floor
(7)The upper deck got a waterproof, rubber membrane underlayment with 
a surface of concrete pavers.

Doug & Pat with friends, the Day's

No wonder that Summer cruise 
was a relaxing high point. Doug and 
Pat chartered "Williwaw" from 
Peter Greene for the annual cruise 
to Long Island Sound. The cruise 
had stops in Montauk, where the 
Levasseur?s held the Commodore?s 
Cocktail Party at Snug Harbor 
Marina, before cont inuing onto 
Shelter Island and Dobson?s 
Marina in Stonington.



ANNIVERSARYLOOKBACK

Twenty Years Ago
2001 Commodore Peter Fahlman

Under Commodore Peter Fahlman, 
Nelson Weiderman introduced our 
website with the help of Peter 
Andrews and Ray Lambert.

Bruce Ferguson organized the 
Summer Cruise, remembered for the 
?best ever? in-the-water cocktail party 
off the stern of Fernald?sSurefire, with 
15 dinghies? t ied off, and temperatures 
in excess of 100 degrees.

Barry Dufault?s Lobster Thermador 
and Beef Wellington Dinner with 
course Wine Tast ing ? .ahhh.

Ramp Photo Credit, former Commodore,

2010, John Wilson.

Peter?s most memorable 
accomplishment as Commodore was the 
replacement of the old narrow wooden 
East Dinghy Dock Ramp and the Dock 
Ramp Float with the new wide aluminum 
ramp that can accommodate a 
dinghy/small boat (Opti, 420, etc.) and its 
dolly.

?This project went toward achieving the 
primary purpose of the club,to foster the 
sport of yachting, and to provide suitable 
facilities and activities for its members?. PF



ANNIVERSARYLOOKBACK
Ten Years Ago
2011 Commodore Win Brown

FAVORITE MEMORY:
FAMILY DAY



 2021 Events Calendar

Monthly (2nd Monday) WYC Board Meetings
April 24 (Sat) Commodores? Reception       
May 29 (Sat) Commissioning Day
June 2?July 7 Wed Night Racing ? Solst ice Series
June 5 - 6 (Sat & Sun) Wickford Regatta
June 15-18 (Tue - Fri) 505 N. Amer. Champ. (Tentat ive) 
June 19-20 (Sat & Sun) Spring Mini Cruise
June 26 (Sat) Commodore's X2 Ball
July 4 or 5 (Sun or Mon)  Family Fun Sailing & Cookout
July 14?August 25 Wed Night Racing ? Dog Days Series
July 17 (Sat) Cheeseburgers Party
July 31?August 6 WYC Annual Cruise (No Wed Night Race on 8/4) 
August 21 (Sat) Lobsterfest
August 28 (Sat) Frost-biters' Pig Roast
September 6 (Mon) Labor Day
September 18 (Sat) Cocktails on the Deck
September 25- 26 (Sat & Sun) DI Pursuit  Race & Fall Mini Cruise
October 9- 10 (Sat & Sun) Laser Seidenberg Regatta
October 16  (Sat) Oktoberfest
November 13 (Sat)    Annual Mtg & Awards Dinner
December 11 (Sat) Holiday Party
December 19 (Sun) Children?s Holiday Party
December 31 (Fri) New Year's Eve Party
January 1, 2022 (Sat) New Year's Day Brunch



Commodore Bob Kern r.kern12@verizon.net

Vice Commodore Neil Bergh nbergh@msn.com

Rear  Commodore Ezra Smith ezrasmith@yahoo.com

Fleet  Captain Rex Brewer brewer.rex@hotmail.com

Member-at -Large Agu Suvari agu.suvari@gmail.com

Secretary Rich O'Brien obrien524@yahoo.com

Treasurer Ben Rice ben@rice.net

House Chair Jim Hutchins jhutchins934@aol.com

Past  Commodore Bob Shore flagshipundersail@gmail.com

WYC Commit tee Chairs
Awards Anne Cunic cunicam@gmail.com

Social John & Linda Hughes narrowriver1@cox.net

Club Rental Agu Suvari agu.suvari@gmail.com

Communicat ions Rich O'Brien obrien524@yahoo.com

Sunshine Pinkie Sweet-Holland pinkiesweetholland@gmail.com

OTW Editor Erin Spear zalewski.erin@gmail.com

Website Kyle Wilson kyle@kjwilson.net

Yearbook Kathy Brown wickfordbrowns@gmail.com

Finance Neil Bergh nbergh@msn.com

Frostbit ing Chuck Allen chuck.allen@northsails.com

Membership Karen Pizzaruso pkpizz@verizon.net

NBYA Rep. Doug Nannig doug.nannig@gmail.com

Nominat ing Bob Shore flagshipundersail@gmail.com

Race Ezra Smith ezrasmith@yahoo.com

Regat ta  Act ivt ies Skip Whyte skip@1stplacesailing.com

WSA Grants Mark Callahan markc5237@gmail.com

Seminars Yarrow Thorne yarrow@theavenueconcept.com

WSA Paul Nannig pnannig@gmail.com

WYC Board of Governors
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mailto:nbergh@msn.com
mailto:ezrasmith@yahoo.com
mailto:brewer.rex@hotmail.com
mailto:agu.suvari@gmail.com
mailto:obrien524@yahoo.com
mailto:ben@rice.net
mailto:jhutchins934@aol.com
mailto:flagshipundersail@gmail.com
mailto:cunicam@gmail.com
mailto:narrowriver1@cox.net
mailto:agu.suvari@gmail.com
mailto:obrien524@yahoo.com
mailto:pinkiesweetholland@gmail.com
mailto:zalewski.erin@gmail.com
mailto:kyle@kjwilson.net
mailto:wickfordbrowns@gmail.com
mailto:nbergh@msn.com
mailto:chuck.allen@northsails.com
mailto:pkpizz@verizon.net
mailto:doug.nannig@gmail.com
mailto:flagshipundersail@gmail.com
mailto:ezrasmith@yahoo.com
mailto:skip@1stplacesailing.com
mailto:markc5237@gmail.com
mailto:yarrow@theavenueconcept.com
mailto:pnannig@gmail.com


Wickford Yacht  Club
165 Pleasant  St reet
Wickford, RI 02852
(401) 294-9010
wickfordyc.com
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