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I am writ ing this note for the August OTW on the morning after the Cheeseburger 
event at our Club.  What a great t ime we all had and for a good cause.  Some may not 
know, but we will donate a port ion of the proceeds from last night?s party to the WYC 
Scholarship Fund which supports teaching people how to sail.  

Sixty percent of the Club signed up to attend the event ? about 175 folks.  It  took 35 
fellow Club members (12% of our membership) to do an efficient job of planning, 
sett ing up, serving and cleaning up after the event ? not to mention the great 
decorat ing that met our eyes as we arrived.  Whether you have been a member for a 
week or 30 years, please volunteer to help out at these events. It  keeps our costs under 
control and provides a great opportunity to get to know fellow members.

Now it?s on to the WYC Annual Club Cruise.  The Cruise officially starts on Saturday, 
July 31st, in Cuttyhunk and 28 boats are signed up to attend.  On Sunday we will be in 
the Marion, MA harbor at the beautiful Beverly Yacht Club.  Boat or no boat, all are 
welcome to come to the cruise dinner Sunday evening. 61 members have already 
signed up.  If you have never been to Marion, it  is a delightful village and a wonderful 
historic Yacht Club.

After Marion we venture to Redbrook Harbor on the Cape where we will have the 
Commodore?s Cocktail Party on Monday evening.  This is another port  that is reachable 
by auto. It  is a beaut iful harbor where Chef Rolland will t reat us to his terrifically 
prepared hors d? oeuvres. 45 members have signed up to date.

After both these events, we proceed onto Quissett  Harbor for a two-day stay of 
relaxat ion and explorat ion on Tuesday & Wednesday.  And finally, on Thursday the fleet 
plans to be at Third Beach in Middletown, RI for a beach party.  This, too, is reachable 
by auto, so come on over with your BYOE and enjoy the tall tales of a great WYC 
Cruise.

Plans are coming together for our tradit ional ?Lobstafest? event.  If you haven?t had 
enough lobster yet this summer, here is your opportunity!

Bob Kern, Commodore

Commodore's Corner



 Rear Commodore's Report

Hi All,

The summer of racing is amazingly more than halfway over, and it  has 
been great fun. A huge THANK YOU to all of our Race Committee 
volunteers! I think the secret is out about this being one of the gems of 
our club-the volunteer list  keeps growing and growing-to quote an old 
movie about a shark ?I think we are gonna need a bigger boat!?

The Solst ice Series finished up on July 7th, with some great racing in all 
classes. In Spinnaker 1 newcomer Harry Dunning topped the fleet in his 
restored Swan 371 Impish. Though a newcomer to our fleet, Harry is not a 
newcomer to racing, being an accomplished racer and Naval Architect 
with the likes of Farr and Reichel Pugh, and now under his own name. 
Harry?s crew spans from 11 to nearly 80m years old, and often includes 
some serious hotshot talent from the marine industry, who all agree that 
we have a very special corner of the Bay. 

The J22 One Design Class had very close racing, with a t ie for first  
between Paul Nanning and Neil McDermott, with Triple Threat only 1 
point behind!

In the Cruising Class the small boats have proven dominant, with the 
Smith?s is Miss Jenn post ing all firsts in all races sailed to win the series, 
followed by the mighty Sweat Pea, with Rex in Peregrine in 3rd. This was 
our largest class, with 10 boats registered. 

The Dog Days Series got underway on July 14th with a somewhat foggy 
but beaut iful night for racing. 

Mark your calendars for the Dutch Island Pursuit  Race and Mini Cruise on 
September 25-26. After a Covid induced socially distanced event last year 
and a LOT of wind for the ride home on Sunday, I have requested a perfect 
Indian Summer weekend for this year?s event, so plan on coming!

See you on the water!
Ezra



 Solst ice Results
Spinnaker1 (top)
Series Standing - 5 races scored
Information is provisional and subject to modificat ion
Regatta results last updated: Wednesday, July 07, 2021 7:10:31 PM CDT
Division: (6 boats)

Spinnaker2 (top)
Series Standing - 5 races scored
Information is provisional and subject to modificat ion
Regatta results last updated: Wednesday, July 07, 2021 7:11:27 PM CDT
Division: (3 boats)

Cruising (top)
Series Standing - 5 races scored
Information is provisional and subject to modificat ion
Regatta results last updated: Wednesday, July 07, 2021 7:11:59 PM CDT
Division: (10 boats)



Our fun & busy summer season is upon us! Details of our 
summer cruise are on our website under the "cruising" tab. All 
are welcome to join the cruise or any port ion of it , if you need 
help or more information don't  hesitate to call me. 
Realist ically the busiest ports and social events may be full by 
the t ime you read this, but the planned beach part ies always 
have room for more.

Docking at the club with the except ion of the "20 minute 
dock" requires coordinat ion. (Rex cell 401 261-7974, or 
coordinate with the Steward) The answer is always yes if 
there's room, but the call or text message is st ill needed to 
manage the limited space. 

Please go to one end of the dock, don't  go to the middle if you 
can leave room for other boats. We are most ly doing this very 
well, but want to maximize our limited dockage. Also 
remember our Jamestown and Newport moorings are 
available anyt ime, raft ing is always required if the weather is 
calm, and non member boats are not permit ted.

Our fall mini cruise is planned for the weekend of September 
24-26. Pencil it  in, don't  miss it !

Be safe, have fun, see you at the club!

Rex
Fleet Captain

 Fleet  Captain's Report



 Membership News

Back in March, Rich O?Brien sent out a 
not ificat ion that WYC had joined The Yachting 
Club of America. A notable benefit  is reciprocity 
with member yacht clubs.

The WYC girls of ?69 decided to celebrate 69! 
(the year we graduated from HS and our age in 
2021) by exercising our reciprocity. Here we 
are enjoying lunch at the Newport Yacht Club 
who graciously extend reciprocity to 
part icipat ing YCA members. Restaurant/bar 
opening t ime:

M-TH: 2:00 pm & F-SU: 12:00 pm 

Vickie Farrell

This is my 10 1/2 year old granddaughter, Grace, 
wearing my WYC 25th anniversary teeshirt.  
Now the 3rd generation.  Hard to believe that I 
was that skinny.

Back in '82 or '83 I was wearing this teeshirt 
while walking down a main street in Bermuda 
(preparing to bring a boat back after the 
Marion-Bermuda Race).  A man passed me, then 
exclaimed "Wickford Yacht Club!"  He's from the 
midWest.  While he was stationed at Quonset in 
the 50's or 60's he crewed for either Rolly Whyte 
or John Bradley on their Ensign.  Small world.    

Tyke Loomis



 Membership News

   
   Crossing the Bridge

Joseph Ryan

June 30, 2021

4 matters framed Joe Ryan: Family, 
Church, WYC, Catboats.

3 things he enjoyed: NY Giants 
football, Boston Red Sox baseball, a 
Hershey chocolate bar with 
almonds.

2 items of note: His not iceably large hands, affect ionately called ?mitts?.

The overwhelming generosity those hands gave out, without fanfare.

1 person he adored: his beloved Norma.

From the early days of the Wickford Yacht Club, ?Solid Comfort?was a leader in 
our fleet, as was its? owner.

Obituary 

Storm Trysail Club has scheduled a Hands-On Safety at  Sea Seminar at  
SUNY Marit ime in the Bronx on Monday, October 11 (Columbus Day).

Building on the success of past seminars, this event will follow an interact ive 
curriculum where attendes learn in the water survival, board life rafts, fire 
distress flares, put out fires, learn damage control, set storm sails, and rescue a 
man overboard.

By attending the seminar and viewing the Storm Trysail?s Video Library, 
sailors will earn a US Sailing Offshore Safety-at -SeaCert ificate. Attendees 
can opt to earn anInternat ional Offshore Safety-at -SeaCert ificateby also 
viewing US Sailing?s Online Offshore Safety-at-Sea course.

There is pent up demand for Safety-at-Sea cert ificat ions and Registrat ion is 
Limited! Register at https://stormtrysail.org/sas/suny2021/

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/providence/name/joseph-ryan-obituary?pid=199321891
https://stormtrysail.org/sas-resources
https://stormtrysail.org/sas-resources
https://stormtrysail.org/sas-resources
https://stormtrysail.org/sas-resources
https://stormtrysail.org/sas/suny2021/


 Membership Post ing

New Member Post ing

Genko Genev & Leah Spellman Genev

FAMILY MEMBERSHIP

The Discotech44? Gruiser Yacht

Sponsors: Rex & Pam Brewer

Paul & Sarah Browne

~ ~ ~

John (JT) and Suzanne Thoms

FAMILY MEMBERSHIP

SV Sorcha33? Najad

Sponsors: Tom & Betsy Coghlin

John & Jayma Coghlin

~ ~ ~

Any WYC Member wishing to comment  may contact  the Board of 
Governors



 Membership News: Meet  the Members

JoMarie McCann

Here I am, living the life!  I decided about 3 years 
ago when I ret ired to get back to the things I 
enjoyed before work and life interfered.  I lived 
most of my life less than a mile from a beautiful 
bay and to a bike path that connected me to the 
ocean and its? south-facing beaches within easy 
reach.  Most of my teenage years were spent at 
Jones Beach State Park enjoying what that 
amazing resource had to offer.  Younger than that, 
I learned to sail on Sunfish, Sailfish, and 
Roundabouts at a Girl Scout Camp in New 
Hampshire.  

In my early 30s I shared ownership of a Spirit  23? 
and nearly lived on it  during summers.  I was 
grateful to have the pop-top so we could stand 
upright and I learned to love ?Sun Showers? 
hoisted from the mainsail.  But that was many 
moons ago and a younger person?s game.  Later, I 
shared a Saber 28? for more mature sailing.  We 
rarely used it  overnight but enjoyed sailing on the 
North Shore of Long Island as well as many an 
evening moored on the LI Sound.  

A few years ago I got a small (17?) Sailfish 
powerboat and I felt  as if I was betraying my 
sailing roots.  St ill, I enjoyed it  and it  provided me 
a way to get out on the water and enjoy the 
soothing feeling of the wind in my hair.  

To cont inue the story, I was looking for a place 
where I could again be involved in the marine 
community and Wickford Yacht Club was the 
linchpin to my goals. 

If you wanted more of a bio ? I ret ired from 
teaching high school physics, forensics and earth 
science (meteorology, geology, astronomy).  
Before that I spend 20 years as a medical 
malpract ice sales rep and during that t ime, there 
were 8 years when I owned a bar/tavern.  Right 
out of college I spend 5 years living and working 
on a dairy farm milking and feeding cows, baling 
hay and shoveling . .. 

 

 

I have varied interests and skills.  I knit  and 
crochet because I find it  soothing work.  For 
st imulat ion of the mind, I read (or listen to) 
books after which I at tend and part icipate in 
several book groups.  Through several libraries I 
also attend group discussions or lectures on 
current events or philosophy or whatever they 
are offering.  And there is always the weekly 
Sunday crossword puzzles to exercise my brain.  

To attempt to keep my physical health I do a lot  
of walking and RI doesn?t disappoint in its many 
beautiful t rails both near the shore and in the 
forests.  I at tend more ?formal? exercise classes 
through several senior/rec centers gett ing 
involved with Zumba or stretch and tone, and I 
love to dance.  It?s been a while since I?ve played 
golf but I was once an avid enthusiast for 
walking with friends in a park-like sett ing while 
chasing a small white ball.  It  might not be unt il 
next year, but I hope to get back to golfing too.    

Finally, for socializing, I enjoy Mahjong or 
Canasta and duplicate bridge or, basically any 
game or puzzle.  I hope to get involved in those 
pleasurable act ivit ies at the club as covid 
restrict ions fade and we can again gather with 
friends.  

I am happy and fortune to have found such a 
welcoming group with which to explore all my 
interests.  Thank you to those I?ve already met 
for invit ing me in and I look forward to 
becoming friends with many more great people 
as a new member of WYC.



 Membership News: Meet  the Members

Jack and Joan Regan 

Jack grew up in Providence and attended LaSalle 
Academy, before going on to the University of Notre 
Dame.  Joan is from East Providence and attended 
Saint Mary?s Academy Bayview, before studying 
nursing at the University of Rhode Island.

We married short ly after college, while Jack was an 
officer in the U.S. Navy, assigned to a frigate on 
which he deployed from its homeport in San Diego, 
California.   After military service, Jack attended 
New York University School of Law.  Joan worked in 
the ICU at St. Vincent?s Hospital in Greenwich 
Village.   

We sett led in Milton, just outside Boston, to be near 
to our families in Rhode Island.   Jack pract iced law 
there in a large law firm, working with technology 
companies most of his career, unt il his ret irement in 
late 2018.   Jack cont inues to work half-t ime at the 
Veterans Legal Clinic of the Legal Services Center at 
Harvard Law School, serving low-income Veterans in 
need of legal assistance and training third-year 
students in the Clinic as they transit ion from school 
to pract ice.   

Joan worked as an ICU nurse in various Southern 
California, New York City, and Boston hospitals, 
before shift ing to teaching medical and surgical 
nursing in several community colleges around 
Boston.  Later in her career, she was asked to serve 
as the Assistant to two Headmasters of the Roxbury 
Lat in School, a 7-12 grade school for boys in the 
West Roxbury neighborhood of Boston. 

 

We raised two boys in Milton, who have now blessed 
us with four grandchildren? three girls and a boy.   
They fortunately live nearby in Hingham, 
Massachusetts and Norwich, Vermont.  We keep 
busy during the school year watching their youth 
sports and drama act ivit ies.

After being asked to serve as Board members at 
LaSalle and Bayview in the mid-1990s, and thereby 
becoming immersed again in Rhode Island with many 
old friends and classmates, we bought a home in 
Jamestown in 2007 on the West Passage.   We spend 
substant ial t ime there on weekends throughout the 
year and are almost full-t ime in Jamestown during 
the summer.  

Jack is a member of the Naval War College 
Foundation and part icipates in its programs in 
Newport.  Both of us current ly serve on charitable 
Boards of Trustees, primarily in the areas of inner- 
city educat ion and internat ional humanitarian relief.

Kayaking and sailing (along with golf and hiking) have 
been avocat ions we have act ively pursued after 
becoming ?empty nesters?.    Jack picked up several 
monohull and catamaran ASA cert ificat ions after 
attending a sailing school in the U.S. Virgin Islands.  
Jack has act ively sailed with a high school friend on 
rented J-22s out of Sail Newport where he is a 
member.  Joan has been an enthusiast ic and effect ive 
crew member!

We joined the Wickford Yacht Club to have an 
opportunity to sail and kayak, and to widen our circle 
of Rhode Island friends with new acquaintances. We 
already know well Linda and Vinny Mitchell since 
Linda was a high school classmate of Joan at 
Bayview.  The Mitchells kindly introduced us to the 
Club and invited us to several recept ions and events 
over the past couple of years before COVID arrived.    
We   enjoyed meeting other members and the casual, 
welcoming, and friendly atmosphere at the Club.

Since we now spend so much t ime in Jamestown and 
are interested in spending more t ime on the water, it  
seemed the right t ime to apply to an area yacht club.  
We have a Sea Explorer 380 kayak.   But perhaps 
there is a daysailor dest ined for our future.



The Cheeseburgers party held on Saturday, July 17 was a huge success 
with approximately 60% of the Club?s Members registering to attend.  
Linda Gustafson who ran that event and her committee deserve 
everyone?s praise and thanks.

This month, we are holding our tradit ional ?Lobstafest? on Friday, 
August 20.  Bruce and Barbara Dawson are chairing the committee for 
this popular event.

The following month, we have ? September Cocktails? on Saturday, 
September 18.  Martha Parks is chairing the Committee for that 
enjoyable event. 

In October, the Club will have ?Oktoberfest? on Sat., Oct. 16.  Hans 
Kresinski is chairing the committee preparing for that event.  A great 
German band has already been retained.
 
As mentioned last month, the Social Committee needs Members to 
chair the following events:
Annual Meeting and Awards Dinner, Saturday, November 13;
Holiday Party, Saturday, December 11;
Children?s Holiday Party; Sunday, December 19;
New Year?s Eve Party; Friday, December 31; and
 New Year?s Day Brunch, Saturday, January 1, 2022.
 
No past experience in chairing either these specific events, or any event 
for that matter, is necessary.  The Social Committee is happy to assist  
event chairpersons with enlist ing committee members, considering 
food and beverage opt ions, pricing, decorat ions, music and logist ics.

The Club?s ability to put on these events is ent irely dependent upon 
Member part icipat ion.  Only with your help can each of these future 
events be as successful as those which we have already had this year.

Please contact either John Hughes or Linda Oliver Hughes with any 
quest ions or for addit ional information. 

See you at the club!
John Hughes or Linda Oliver Hughes 

 Social Updates

Photo Credit: Chuck Allen



 Independance Day Boat  Parade



 Independance Day Boat  Parade

All Photos Courtesy of Chuck Allen



 August  Calendar

7/31-8/6 Annual Club Cruise
8/19 WSA Awards
8/20 "Lobsta" Fest
Please note the August 28 Frost Biters Pig Roast has been cancelled.

Weekly events
Monday: 13:00 hr. Mahjong
Monday: 18:00 hr. WSA Adult  Sailing Inst ruct ion
Wednesday Night  Sailing 8/11-8/25
Thursday: 10:00 hr. Coffee Hour

Friday: 18:00 hr. Happy Hour wine down

SAVE THE DATE

The 15th Annual Gold Tournament 
will take place on Thursday, 
September 9. 

If you would like to part icipate, email 
Bruce Dawson.

mailto:croc51915@cox.net
mailto:croc51915@cox.net


 2021 Events Calendar

Monthly (2nd Monday) WYC Board Meetings
April 24 (Sat) Commodores? Reception       
May 29 (Sat) Commissioning Day
June 2?July 7 Wed Night Racing ? Solst ice Series
June 5 - 6 (Sat & Sun) Wickford Regatta
June 19-20 (Sat & Sun) Spring Mini Cruise
June 22 & 24 (7-8:30pm) WYC Orientat ion
June 26 (Sat) Commodore's X2 Ball
June 28 1st Day of WSA classes
June 28, 6pm-dusk Adult  Sailing (every Monday 6/28-8/2)
July 3 Harbor Parade & Town Fireworks
July 4  Family Fun Sailing & Cookout
July 14?August 25 Wed Night Racing ? Dog Days Series
July 17 (Sat) Cheeseburgers Party
July 31?August 6 WYC Annual Cruise (No Wed Night Race on 8/4)
August 19 WSA Awards 
August 20 (Fri) "Lobsta"fest
September 6 (Mon) Labor Day
September 18 (Sat) Cocktails on the Deck
September 25- 26 (Sat & Sun) DI Pursuit  Race & Fall Mini Cruise
October 9- 10 (Sat & Sun) Laser Seidenberg Regatta
October 16  (Sat) Oktoberfest
November 13 (Sat)    Annual Mtg & Awards Dinner
December 11 (Sat) Holiday Party
December 19 (Sun) Children?s Holiday Party
December 31 (Fri) New Year's Eve Party
January 1, 2022 (Sat) New Year's Day Brunch



Commodore Bob Kern

Vice Commodore Neil Bergh

Rear  Commodore Ezra Smith

Fleet  Captain Rex Brewer

Member-at -Large Agu Suvari

Secretary Rich O'Brien

Treasurer Ben Rice

House Chair Jim Hutchins

Past  Commodore Bob Shore

WYC Commit tee Chairs
Awards Anne Cunic

Social John & Linda Hughes

Club Rental Agu Suvari

Communicat ions Rich O'Brien

Sunshine Pinkie Sweet-Holland

OTW Editor Erin Spear

Website Kyle Wilson

Yearbook Kathy Brown

Finance Neil Bergh

Frostbit ing Chuck Allen

Membership Karen Pizzaruso

NBYA Rep. Doug Nannig

Nominat ing Bob Shore

Race Ezra Smith

Regat ta  Act ivt ies Skip Whyte

WSA Grants Mark Callahan

Seminars Yarrow Thorne

WSA Paul Nannig

WYC Board of Governors



Wickford Yacht  Club
165 Pleasant  St reet
Wickford, RI 02852
(401) 294-9010
wickfordyc.com
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