
Wickford Yacht Club
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Greetings! 

I hope this finds everyone well and ready for the new year.

As I begin the transit ion to Commodore, I wish to recognize several people who are 
stepping away from their roles for their service to our club during 2021.

First , we owe a debt of grat itude to our Commodore, Bob Kern. Bob served with 
commitment and purpose. He kept a steady hand on the helm as we navigated through 
the year. He always sought the opinions and perspect ives of others before coming to a 
decision. As a leader, he kept the Board of Governors focused on the important issues 
facing the club and helped guide us during those moments when we began to stray from 
the task at hand. Bob showed us the right behaviors to emulate, and I hope to follow his 
lead in the upcoming year. In his new role as Past Commodore, I look forward to Bob?s 
cont inued leadership and guidance in 2022.

Also, many thanks to Linda and John Hughes for their service as Social Committee 
Co-Chairs during 2020 and 2021. This was a part icularly challenging period for the club?s 
social calendar. Linda and John met the challenge head on. They did a remarkable job in 
keeping our social calendar act ive as we adjusted to the uncertaint ies of the pandemic. 
Noteworthy too, Linda and John?s influence carried well beyond social committee events. 
Their presence was always evident whenever the Board of Governors worked to make 
informed decisions. They will be sorely missed.

We wish Bob, Linda, and John all the best.

Neil Bergh
Incoming Commodore  

Commodore's Corner



 Vice Commodore Report

Happy New Year! I hope, despite the challenges, 
everyone had a wonderful Holiday Season. Here is 
to a happy and healthy (and hopefully more social!) 
year ahead. As I look ahead to my year as Vice 
Commodore I want to also look back and thank 
Commodore Kern and the other past Commodores 
that I have served with on the Board for their 
guidance and leadership over the past few years. 
The foundation of this Club is built  on the 
experience, knowledge and work that all our 
members have contributed through the years, and I 
feel fortunate to have the opportunity to both learn 
from as well as contribute to it .

As the new year gets underway I will be heading up 
a committee to flesh out a plan for the Members 
Area renovat ion that we current ly have planned for 
2023. As this is the Members' Area, I look forward 
to suggest ions from you, the membership, on what 
you would like to see the second floor of our club 
become. Feel free to shoot me an email or give me a 
call if you have ideas. Our goal is to make this a 
comfortable, funct ional space that will serve the 
needs of as great a port ion of our membership as 
possible.

Ezra Smith
Rear Commodore



I am honored to be the new Rear Commodore of Wickford Yacht Club. 

I will endeavor to exceed your expectat ions. I am very grateful for our long standing 
tradit ions and corporate knowledge. This history stands as a foundation for our journey 
forward. The excit ing future of our racing, and race committee operat ions will be 
familiar and reliable thanks to our expert hard working volunteers that bring 
unparalleled knowledge and experience to our racing program. Our great racing in our 
near perfect corner of Narragansett  Bay succeeds because of our volunteers. Be sure to 
give them your individual & personal words of appreciat ion.

When you read this, we will have survived the holidays during a very difficult  t ime of no 
social interact ions and the cont inued disappointment of canceled gatherings due to the 
pandemic. All hope this will conclude soon, let 's all do our best to follow the protocols 
despite our frustrat ions. Remember the protect ive act ions we endure (masks, 
distancing, no groups) are what we do for others, to not spread the virus, to keep 
everyone healthy.

Kindly, 

Rex Brewer 
Rear Commodore 

 Rear Commodore's Report



 Treasurer's Report

Greetings of the Season. 

This year, in an effort  to reach all members including snow birds and those traveling , 
the extended Treasurer's team (most ly Kathy Brown) will at tempt to deliver your Club 
Dues Invoice and Information Form by email, in addit ion the usual US Postal Service 
mailing. For those of you who restrict  receipt of email by using a Spam Filter, you'll 
need to add wickfordyachtclub@yahoo.com as an allowed sender in order to receive 
the email version.

This should improve the number of members receiving the mailing, but a check and the 
Info Form will st ill need to be mailed back to the Club. All will have the opt ion of 
returning any changes to the Info Form by attaching the scanned form to an email- 
especially convenient for those paying by online banking.

Note that we do not plan to provide a link to pay though PayPal this year, as it  causes 
way more problems than it  solves, and their fee (which is passed on the Club 
Members) has gone up.

Best wishes for an enjoyable winter season,

Ben Rice



 Social Update

As you probably know, John & Linda Hughes have just completed a successful couple 
of years as the Chairs for the Social Committee, and during that rather challenging 
period of t ime, they have done a superb job! As I assume my new role as the Chair of 
this committee, I will cont inue that same level of engagement, as I believe we all 
deserve a program that meets or exceeds the expectat ions of our membership. 
Addit ionally, I will cont inue to be the point of contact for anything related to WYC 
event registrat ion or on-line payment.

To say that the last 2 years have been tough, is an understatement, but our cont inued 
resilience grows from the decision to accept these challenges, while exercising all 
prudent safety precaut ions, but also with the determinat ion to move beyond our 
current circumstances, when & where it  is possible. That said, we are current ly 
planning our social calendar for 2022, but because of COVID (and variants), we have 
some challenges. We are certainly not out of the woods, with respect to impact of the 
pandemic, so based upon our cont inuing read from authoritat ive medical sources, we 
will likely not be in a scenario where we can meet in a social (in-person) sett ing unt il 
late March, or so. Obviously, the club will provide periodic updates on that t imeline.

While we await  warmer weather to finally beat back this pandemic for good, please 
take this t ime to consider where you might like to assist , or chair a specific social 
event. There is an events calendar on the back page of your WYC Directory. Although 
the dates will change slight ly for 2022, last year?s calendar is a good reference. If 
there was an event that you part icularly enjoyed, or perhaps an event that you felt  
could benefit  from a change in tack, this could be your opportunity to make your 
mark. Should you have an input, or wish to help with an event, please feel free to 
contact me at any t ime. Remember, as we are a working club, member part icipat ion is 
really necessary to be viable. Please note that no prior experience is necessary.

Fair Winds, and Following Seas!

Randy Wietman
Social Chair



 Membership News

Jamie & Katherine Davis
FAMILY

Children: Sophie Amanda
Boat: Dark n? Stormy26? Glacier Bay

Sponsors: Tom & Betsy Coghlin and Ezra & Tracy Smith

~

Dennis & Linda Kamerzel
FAMILY

Boat: Moonshine33? Cal
Sponsors: Chuck Allen and Kathleen Ward Bowen

~

Ed & Nancy Sherman
RETURNING  FAMILY

Boat: Hooked Up18? Robalo
Sponsors: Carl Bowen andPeter Galster

~

Robert Zimmer & Laurie Clark
FAMILY

Boat: Two Sisters14? Cape Dory
Sponsors: Dan & Mimi Dyerand Scot Jones & Sue Smith

Any WYC Member wishing to comment may contact the Board of Governors
Commodore-Neil Bergh, Vice Commodore-Ezra Smith, Rear Commodore-Rex Brewer

Fleet Captain-David Lindquist, Secretary-Rich O?Brien, Treasurer-Ben Rice,
Member-At-Large- Agu Suvari, House Committee-Jim Hutchins

Past Commodore-Bob Kern

Thank you,
Karen Pizzaruso, Membership

New Membership Post ings



 Membership News

An envelope was found in the WYC office postmarked August 2, 1968.

3 stamps @ 6 cents each= 18 cents   Franklin D. Roosevelt 's picture is on them.

It  is from SWAN,KEENEY & JENCKES

911 Turks Head Building, Providence 3, R.I.

Addressed to Mr. and Mrs. Lester Tabor

161 Main Street  North Kingstown

In pencil it  says1968 Proposed By-Laws

A Blast  from the Part



 January  Calendar

January

ALL EVENTS CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

Weekly events - ALL CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
Monday: 13:00 hr. Mahjong
Thursday: 10:00 hr. Coffee Hour
Friday: 18:00 hr. Happy Hour wine down



Commodore Neil Bergh

Vice Commodore Ezra Smith

Rear  Commodore Rex Brewer

Fleet  Captain David Lindquist

Member-at -Large Agu Suvari

Secretary Rich O'Brien

Treasurer Ben Rice

House Chair Jim Hutchins

Past  Commodore Bob Kern

WYC Commit tee Chairs
Awards Anne Cunic

Social Randy Wietman

Club Rental Agu Suvari

Communicat ions Rich O'Brien

Sunshine Pinkie Sweet-Holland

OTW Editor Erin Spear

Website Kyle Wilson

Yearbook Kathy Brown

Finance Ezra Smith

Frostbit ing Chuck Allen

Membership Karen Pizzaruso

NBYA Rep. Doug Nannig

Nominat ing Bob Kern

Race Rex Brewer

Regat ta  Act ivt ies Skip Whyte

WSA Grants Mark Callahan

Seminars Yarrow Thorne

WSA Skip Whyte

WYC Board of Governors



Wickford Yacht  Club
165 Pleasant  St reet
Wickford, RI 02852
(401) 294-9010
wickfordyc.com
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