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Dinghy Dock Storage

I think everyone is aware of the growing concerns regarding storage of dinghies on the 
docks. It?s rare that the Commodore points to another Flag Officer?s piece in Over the 
Waves. However, in this month?s edit ion I call your attent ion to our Fleet Captain?s 
discussion about our efforts to correct the overcrowding of dinghies on our club?s docks. 
In a sense, it  is a case study about the challenges the club faces in maximizing its limited 
resources to the benefit  of the membership. It  also serves to reinforce the importance of 
our policies in meeting the club?s object ive to provide suitable facilit ies and act ivit ies for 
our members.

The problem has been long in in the making. Inflatables with large beams have gradually 
replaced narrower fiberglass dinghies. The result ing competit ion for space has created 
concerns about the ability to safely launch and retrieve a dinghy. In retrospect, the 
exist ing policy which covers the storage of dinghies on the docks, fell short  of 
expectat ions. It  became increasingly evident that the Board of Governors needed to take 
act ion to correct this situat ion. In the Board?s judgement, expanding the width of the 
storage spots is the only pract ical solut ion. To allow for the expansion, two storage spots, 
recent ly vacated, will be eliminated. By eliminat ing these two spots those remaining can 
be sufficient ly widened to alleviate the overcrowding and safety concerns.

Impact will be minimal. No one with a dinghy current ly stored on the dock, nor the WSA, 
will lose their dock privileges. Roughly 550 square feet of dock space and 60 linear feet 
of harbor access remain for the exclusive use of the WSA. Club members on the Dinghy 
Dock Wait  List  will unfortunately experience addit ional delay before being awarded a 
spot. The Board appreciates their pat ience as we work to resolve the overcrowding issue.

There are lessons learned that the Board will address in a revision to the dinghy storage 
policy. Rest assured that the Board will do this thoughtfully. It  must be done however, to 
ensure we never find ourselves in this situat ion again where there is a need to eliminate 
addit ional spots on the docks. Our mission is to make available to as many members as is 
possible the privilege of storing a dinghy on the docks, not to regulate that privilege to 
only a few.

I want to recognize Dave Lindquist for his leadership in tackling this matter. And to Ezra 
Smith and Rex Brewer for their assistance and perspect ive. And thank you for listening.

Sincerely,

Neil Bergh - Commodore

Commodore's Corner





A belated Happy Easter and I hope you are all enjoying our warmer weather.

The Wednesday night racing schedule is set, and the list  of volunteers is filling in nicely. If 
you are one of the many that has helped or wants to join our Wednesday night race team 
please don?t hesitate to email me so that I may add you to the schedule. The Solst ice 
Series dates are Wednesdays June 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, and July 6th, The Dog Days Series is 
July 13, 20, 27 and August 10, 17, 24 (no racing August 3rddue to summer cruise). The 
needs are boats, race committee and mark boats, PROs, and races committee. Past 
volunteers will retain their posit ions, their knowledge and experience are vital to the 
smooth operat ion. Others will be added where desired. Please email me at 
brewer_rex@hotmail.com to confirm your desires and intent ions. Thanks to the many 
that have already volunteered, all of your preferences will be honored. If you are looking 
to crew on a boat that is racing, you must speak to the Skipper of that boat. If unsure 
please come down on a Wednesday to be introduced to anyone that is looking for crew.

The Wickford Frostbite Associat ion has added another completed season to our long 
history and tradit ion of winter Seadog racing. To help ?break the ice? (ha ha) to try it  out 
and see if sailing a Seadog is really enough fun to get bundled up for winter sailing, we 
plan some warm weather introductory events. You?ll be able to see and sail a Seadog, and 
possibly try a short  race while gett ing t ips from the more experienced. Stay tuned for 
dates and t imes.

Also, just in from RIYC. RIYC hosts two regattas annually, which we invite our fellow 
sailors on Narragansett  bay to join us in.

The Gaspee Regat ta, this year Our 15th running, is sailed on Sunday, June 12, 
commemorat ing the "First  Blow for Freedom" at the start  of the Revolut ionary War.

The Ladies Cup Regat ta, sailed on Saturday, June 25, celebrates the competit ive spirit  of 
women sailors on Narragansett  Bay, and is one of the original Narragansett  Bay regattas, 
dat ing to 1897.

All documentat ion including NORs, Race Applicat ions and SIs will be available on the 
RIYC website and can be accessed HERE.

That?s about all the news, I must get back to boat prep, seems I am always behind where I 
want to be. See you at the club and on the water.

Rex Brewer,  Rear Commodore 

 Rear Commodore's Report

http://www.riyachtclub.org/2022-racing-program


 Fleet  Captain's Update

Spring Cruise Update:

We are looking at Newport. Ida Lewis Yacht Club has availability. I would plan to make 
reservat ions at a nearby restaurant. June 4-5, 2022. I will send out a separate not ice, but 
please not ify me if you would like to join the Spring Cruise!

Summer Cruise Update:

Given the sound of crickets in response to the call for a Block Island Port Captain, I 
hereby nominate Fleet Captain Dave Lindquist. He will strive to match the prowess of 
our other Port  Captains, a tall order. He will need and welcome any and all assistance. 
Pot luck planning, anyone?

Jon and Suzanne Thoms have arranged for a fantast ic Commodore?s Cocktail Party at the 
Ram?s Head Inn, during our Coecles Harbor layover.

Carl Bowen has a terrific Cruise Dinner lined up on the Pat io Terrace at Lat itude 41 in 
Myst ic, CT.

Rear Commodore/Port Captain Rex Brewer has Watch Hill Yacht Club preparing an 
outstanding cocktail party for us to help close out the cruise in Watch Hill.

In order for our Port  Captains to finalize contracts with our hosts, we will need to know 
the number of guests.

Given all the supply chain challenges, prices are high and volat ile. The sooner we can lock 
in our contracts, the better for all part ies. And there will be part ies.

Please contact me if you have not already not ified me that you will be joining the cruise.
The Summer Cruise Packet will be released next week. We  ant icipate another cruise 
planning meeting, hopefully in person, short ly thereafter.

Dinghy dock Update:

The list  is updated, and posted on the WYC website. Thank you for everyone?s pat ience 
with this process. As dinghy sizes have grown, safety concerns have arisen regarding 
crowding on the docks

(cont. on next page)



 Fleet  Captain's Update (cont .)

Inadequate space between dinghies makes it  awkward and therefore dangerous to 
launch and haul dinghies, with the attendant risk of tripping/falling. Lest you think this a 
minor issue, bear in mind that the leading cause of death for pat ients admitted to the 
Rhode Island Hospital Trauma Service is complicat ions due to ?falls from standing,? (i.e. 
falls from standing on the ground). Two or more rib fractures can ruin your day.

Review of the Dinghy Dock Storage Policy (p.41, 2021 WYC manual) reveals: ?To be 
considered for dock storage, the dinghy must fit  within the markedwidth and lengthof 
these spaces.?

The Commodore and I measured the spaces as current ly striped: 57?, with 3? stripes.
Lax enforcement of WYC policy has led to at least 11 members having dinghies wider 
than 57?.

After extensive discussion and review of opt ions, the Board was forced to sett le for 
fewer, but wider spaces. Two spaces were absorbed on the East Docks, and one space 
was absorbed on the West Docks. This means 3 fewer spaces for members. This is a 
serious loss of a precious, limited club asset.

In order that we never again find ourselves forced to give up members? dinghy dock 
spaces, the Board will be revisit ing the dinghy dock policy. Going forward, please contact 
your Fleet Captain before acquiring a new dinghy for use on the dinghy dock.

We will be restriping the docks with 67? spaces/2? stripes on the West Docks, and 62? 
spaces/2? stripes on the East docks. Thank you to all the frostbiters who have removed 
their Sea Dogs. Please move your Sea Dog if you have not done so yet, so that the work 
crew is not hindered.

- To recap:
Please contact me if you would like to join the Spring Cruise to Newport, Ida Lewis 
Yacht Club.

- Please contact me if you plan to join the Summer Cruise.
- Please contact me before acquiring a new dinghy.
- Please move your Sea Dog

In the best Corinthian spirit , these are all boat problems. And boat problems are good 
problems to have.

Your Fleet Captain,
Dave Lindquist



 Social Update

Well, the social calendar is in full swing! We?ve realized the successful complet ion of 
several events already, including the Annual Meeting/Passing of the Flags. Addit ionally, 
the weekly Friday ?Wine-Down? events are popular and going well, and for good reason. If 
you?re new and looking for a very informal way to meet fellow club members, this is it ! 
Very soon, this Wine-Down event will t ransit ion to the outdoor area above the pavilion. 
There is truly no better view on the bay!

On April 23, we celebrated with the Commodores Reception. Chaired by Bob and Patty 
Kern, this event was a wonderful evening complete with the flavor of internat ional cuisine. 
We were blessed to have a chef, and a team, from the Naval War College with experience 
with the Heads of Navy from over 135 marit ime nat ions. Guest enjoyed an array of 
Norwegian fare from these talented chefs.

The events that follow include a fundraiser for the WSA called ?Sail into Summer - WSA 
Starlight Gala? to be held on May 14. Registrat ion is by way of an email that you should 
already have received via either WYC, or the WSA (Wickford Sailing Associat ion). Either 
email has links that will allow you to easily register and make payment, or a donat ion. The 
is a wonderful opportunity to help the WSA with the expenses associated with running the 
best sailing program in the region. After that, we have our WYC Spring Clean-Up now 
scheduled for May 15, followed by WYC?s Newcomers Meet & Greet on May 22. More 
details to follow in WYC email.

Verificat ion of vaccinat ion st ill applies to our social events, but we will make every effort  
to make compliance easy. You may show your vaccinat ion card, but an even easier way is 
simply taking a photo of the vaccinat ion card with your phone. We cannot retain the 
information, so remember to show this for each event unt il the proof of vaccinat ion 
requirement goes away. For now, it  is required. Thank you!

Remember, if you wish to help with an event, please feel free to contact me at any t ime. 
Chairing and event, or assist ing with set-up, planning, or bartending, etc, is a great way to 
meet and engage fellow club members. No prior experience is necessary.

Fair Winds, and Following Seas!

Randy Wietman
Social Chair



REGISTER

https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07ej4npowh88edb5c4&oseq=&c=&ch=
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07ej4npowh88edb5c4&oseq=&c=&ch=


WSA Gala Auct ion Fundraiser - May 14th

Please see the Gala details on the previous  page and REGISTER HERE.

The Auct ion will have lots of naut ical items, representat ion from local merchants, 
nat ional companies and WYC members but more Donations are st ill needed.  If you have 
a service or item you can donate please reach out to Kathy Brown.

A sampling of Raffle and Auct ion items have been secured from:
North Sails - Sea Dog Sail
Newport Restaurant Group Cert ificates
America?s Cup Charters
Whalers, West Passage & Narragansett  Breweries
S&S Fabric Products $1000 Gift  Cert ificate towards Cushions
West, Conanicut & Gill Marine
Cindy Wilson Photography - Portrait  Session
Weekend Getaway to Maine
Smart TVs, Jewelry and of course a bag from Trader Joe'sSailorbags

And much more!!

If you can't  make it  but are interested in the list  of auct ion items for absentee bidding, I'd 
be happy to send you a list  for silent bidding by proxy or anyone is welcome to come 
down to the club for early bidding as we set up that afternoon.

If you have trouble registering online, you may contact Gregory Grande 
<greggrande5@gmail.com> or call him at 860-997-9751.

We hope you can join us in support ing WSA as we try to keep our fleet current and our 
tuit ion reasonable as we introduce new sailors to the sport  we all love so much.  Thank 
you in advance for your support.  As with other social events at this t ime, proof of 
vaccinat ion must be shown at Check-In.

Kathy Brown for WSA,wickfordbrowns@gmail.com

https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07ej4npowh88edb5c4&oseq=&c=&ch=
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07ej4npowh88edb5c4&oseq=&c=&ch=


 Members Update

 2022 WYC Member Directory Dist ribut ion

By Commissioning Day, the 2022 WYC Directory Yearbooks will be available for 
distribution.

They will be labelled and sorted by Last Name.  One per member, which means 2 for 
Family memberships.
The Individual and single Senior members will be in a separate bin since they are single 
copies, other member copies are paired for easier pickup.

Please check the labels to ensure you?re picking up the correct copy(ies).  Feel free to 
pickup for a neighbor or family member, just make sure they know!  You can pick up 
your copy at the Club at your convenience start ing over the Memorial Day weekend.



 2022 Events Calendar

January 01 NY?s Day Brunch

February 19 Craft Beer/Wine Festival

March 19 March Madness/ St Patrick?s Day

March 25 Annual Meeting/Passing of the Flags

April 23 Commodores Reception

May 14 Sail into Summer ? WSA Starlight Gala

May 28 Commissioning Day

June 18 Commodores Ball

July 16 Cheeseburgers in Paradise

August 20 Lobsterfest

September 24 Fall Fling/Cocktails on the Deck

October 22 Oktoberfest

October 30 Halloween Kids Trick-or-Treat

November 12 Annual Meeting & Awards Dinner

December 10 Holiday Party

December 31 New Year?s Eve Party



Commodore Neil Bergh

Vice Commodore Ezra Smith

Rear  Commodore Rex Brewer

Fleet  Captain David Lindquist

Member-at -Large Agu Suvari

Secretary Rich O'Brien

Treasurer Ben Rice

House Chair Jim Hutchins

Past  Commodore Bob Kern

WYC Commit tee Chairs
Awards Anne Cunic

Social Randy Wietman

Club Rental Agu Suvari

Communicat ions Rich O'Brien

Sunshine Pinkie Sweet-Holland

OTW Editor Erin Spear

Website Kyle Wilson

Yearbook Kathy Brown

Finance Ezra Smith

Frostbit ing Chuck Allen

Membership Karen Pizzaruso

NBYA Rep. Doug Nannig

Nominat ing Bob Kern

Race Rex Brewer

Regat ta  Act ivit ies Skip Whyte

WSA Grants Paul Nannig

Seminars Yarrow Thorne

WSA Skip Whyte

WYC Board of Governors



Wickford Yacht  Club
165 Pleasant  St reet
Wickford, RI 02852
(401) 294-9010
wickfordyc.com
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