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Hi all, 

I write this with the great t ime that Tracy and I had at the Commodores? Reception 
st ill fresh in my mind. Thank you to Scot and Sue and their event team for putt ing 
together such a special night. The Club looked great, the food was fantast ic (the lit t le 
stuffed donut things? .WOW!) and of course, the company was the best! As you will 
read in Mary Grace?s Diary, the Commodores? Reception is a celebrat ion of all who 
have served the Club as Commodore, and it  was a pleasure and an honor to see so 
many folks in their blue blazers with the 3 silver star patch on Saturday night. 

When I was asked to join the Board, I was pretty apprehensive about whether I would 
be ready when it  was t ime for me to take the helm. After 3 years of watching and 
learning what goes into running this Club of ours, I certainly wouldn?t say I know it  all, 
but I do know that I have fantast ic people who have come before me to help guide me 
along the journey. I am truly grateful for their help. 

I am pleased to announce that the Member?s Area project is wrapping up, and except 
for delays on a few items, the project is complete and the upstairs is once again open 
for business! 

Looking ahead, we have the Kentucky Derby Rally on May 6 th , followed by the WSA 
Starlight Gala on the 13 th . Hopefully folks won?t dance too late into the night, as we 
then have the Club Spring Cleanup the following morning! Before you know it  the 
Club will be commissioned, boats will be in the water and we will be enjoying the 
fruits of our winter work. 

See you down on Pleasant St! 

Ezra

Commodore's Corner



 Fleet  Captain's Report

Happy May Sailors, 

I want to say a quick thank you to the Social Committee team 
for putt ing on a wonderful season opening event, The 
Commodore?s Reception, Saturday night! It  was great fun to 
see old friends and meet some of our new and prospect ive 
members. 

A big piece of the fun last night was talking boats, final work 
and launch plans. With the gorgeous weather we have had this 
week, the excitement is palpable! 

WYC?s summer cruise is pulling together. Hopefully everyone 
has gotten their mooring reservat ions. There are st ill slips 
available in some ports if you were unable to secure a mooring. 
Please keep an eye out for upcoming emails regarding 
registrat ion for the summer cruise events, they are t ime 
sensit ive, and we don?t want anyone to miss out! 

We have plans in the works for a fun Spring Mini-Cruise in 
June! I am in communicat ion with a couple of potent ial ports. I 
will communicate the date and event as soon as the plan is 
nailed down. 

Dinghy dock and dinghy water assignments have been secured 
for the season. We will update the wait ing list  on the website 
soon. Please reach out to me at suzythoms@gmail.com if you 
would like your name added to the wait ing list  for the dinghy 
dock, in water, or rack spaces. 

Please review the Dinghy Storage Policy, found in the House 
Rules, in the Wickford Yacht Club Member?s Handbook. 
Compliance is truly a safety issue for all members. I hope to see 
you all at  the club soon! 

Suzanne Thoms 
Fleet Captain



 Sailing Act ivit ies & WSA Report

Wickford Sailing Associat ion Report

Rodrigo Has a Home!
WSA is sending huge thanks to Betsy Moody and Ben Rice for offering to put Rodrigo up 
for the summer program season. We also received offers for pot ions of the summer from 
other members. Going forward, WSA will cont inue to be challenged to find 
accommodations for qualified instructors. We hope that the WYC membership will find 
ways to help meet this crit ical need going forward. Experienced leadership is the most 
crit ical component of a successful program and we are determined to reach out for the 
best talent every year.

Classes at  Full Capacity
At the t ime of this report  WSA?s classes are completely booked with the except ion of a 
couple of Minnow sessions that were added recent ly. The word seems to be gett ing out 
that WSA is a great place for kids.

Gala
WSA?s fundraising Gala is on for May 13 th . WYC members should have already received 
an invitat ion, but here?s a link to register. If you can?t make it  but would like to help out, 
you can contribute here. Sue McDowell and her team put on an incredible spread last 
year and they are planning another fantast ic evening. We hope you will join us for a great 
experience. More details can be found on the next two pages of this newsletter.

Scholarship Program
WSA has a scholarship program for young sailors needing some financial assistance. This 
year we have received many more scholarship applicat ions than in past years and our 
scholarship fund is in need of some replenishment. We don?t have an online method set 
up to contribute to the scholarship fund, but if you would like to contribute, please 
contact Skip Whyte at wickford.sailing@gmail.com .

Skip Whyte
President
Wickford Sailing Associat ion
mobile 401-372-7224
www.wickfordsailing.org
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2023 is a big year as the WYC is 60 - so is the WSA! 
Supporting the continued growth of the program has never been more important. 

What better tribute than to help drive the success of this 60th year event by 
attending this "Sail into Summer" event.

CLICK TO PURCHASE GALA TICKETS
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WSA GALA - MAY 13
Auct ion Details

CLICK TO PURCHASE GALA TICKETS

A sampling of Raffle and Auct ion items have been secured from: 

- North Sails - Sea Dog Sail 
- America?s Cup Charters 
- Whalers & Narragansett  Breweries 
- S&S Fabric Products 
- Conanicut & Gill Marine 
- Cindy Wilson Photography - Portrait  Session 
- Skip Whyte - 1/2 day Sailing Instruct ion 
- Mike Tammaro - custom made handholds 
- The Sherman?s Air BnB 
- The Fletcher?s Weekend Getaway to Maine 
- A custom piece by Tyke Loomis, the Sailor?s Tailor 
- Jewelry and of course a bag from Trader Joe's
- West Marine 8 ft . Inflatable - Next to New! 
- Ferry Tickets - BI & Fast Ferry to the Vineyard And much more!! 

If you can't  make it  but are interested in the list  of auct ion items for absentee 
bidding, I'd be happy to send you a list  for silent bidding by proxy or anyone is 
welcome to come down to the club for early bidding as we set up that afternoon. 

If you have trouble registering online, you may contact Gregory Grande 
<greggrande5@gmail.com> or call him at 860-997-9751. 

We hope you can join us in support ing WSA as we try to keep our fleet current and 
our tuit ion reasonable as we introduce new sailors to the sport  we all love so much.  
Thank you in advance for your support. 

Kathy Brown for WSA, wickfordbrowns@gmail.com
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 Social Update
From Social Chairs Scot and Sue     

We agree that our folks loved best the part ies where guests lingered, and friends stayed a few 
minutes and cleared the dishes to the kitchen. That is what happened as the Club members 
gathered April 15 to celebrate past Commodores and their partners. Patty and Bob Kern and 
Elaine and Rich Lemieux outdid themselves with scrumptious appetizers passed among tables 
decorated with early tulips (creat ively masquerading as water lilies) and spectacular grazing 
tables (bordered by branches of pussy willows)! 

Conversat ion cont inued well past the bartenders? shift , unt il the third encore of now-legendary, 
warm, raspberry-filled doughnuts made the rounds. And then, friends talked while they worked, 
clearing the Great room for the next adventure. 

Special thanks to volunteers Larry and Joan Ehrhardt, Sue and Rick Moore, Sarah Bliven and 
Rick Nagele , Donnalee and Jack Fronce, Donna Dufault , Joan and Neil Bergh, Jenny Bourgeois, 
Barbara Dawson, Judi and Bob Sheehan, Pete and Maureen Galster, Claire and Pete Northrop, 
and Roberta Hale? . What a crew!     

In short  order, folks are gett ing ready for post t ime May 6th for a Kentucky Derby Rally.  Make 
sure you are there wearing your hat and ready to pick your horses! You can st ill register here.

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=lekdg9fab&oeidk=a07ejqd2z1363bcb30c


 Members Update

Click Below for Merchandise



 Members Update

Click Below for Merchandise

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS
We'd like to start  up our seminar series again and need volunteers to help. 
We are looking for committee members who can help plan the events, 
including the topics and speakers. If you would like to help, please contact 
Jeri Levesque at jalsails@aol.com.

mailto:jalsails@aol.com


Mary Grace?s Diary - Event  
Tradit ions and Dress Code 
Explanat ions

What?s the difference between the 
Commodores? Reception and the 
Commodore?s Ball?  How and why are they 
different from other social events?  What?s the 
dress code?  Here are the tradit ional answers!

Way back in 1967 when we had our first  full 
year at our new Club (which was st ill under 
construct ion, btw) we wanted to follow the 
common norms of great yacht clubs. Our 
membership had expectat ions based on other 
clubs that they?d belonged to, and we wanted 
to take tradit ion and our social responsibility 
seriously. Two of the most tradit ional, more 
formal, and more purposeful social events at 
every yacht club are an opening recept ion and 
a celebrat ion of the Commodore. At WYC we 
refer to these as the Commodores? Reception 
and the Commodore?s Ball. 

Every Spring, the current Commodore extends 
an invitat ion to the membership, on behalf of 
all Commodores, to launch the new season. 
This event is a celebrat ion of returning 
members and an opportunity to introduce new 
members. Commodores of other clubs may be 
invited to this event and to Commissioning. 
Because the Reception is hosted by the Club?s 
Commodores past and present, at WYC we 
refer to this event as the Commodores? 
Reception. 

When changes/upgrades are made to our 
facility over the winter, these are showcased 
at the Commodores? Reception. The past 
decade has been bookended by two 
examples, with the reconstruct ion of the 
upper and lower pat io in between! Our 50th 
Anniversary Commodores? Reception 
celebrated the reopening of the Club after a 
double wallop. Major construct ion had 
closed the first  floor in mid-season 2012, 
then Hurricane Sandy devastated the Club 
in October. Commodore Sarah Browne 
welcomed members back in April 2013 after 
nearly a year in exile.  At this, our 60th 
Anniversary, we are celebrat ing the 
reopening of our Club after the planned 
reconfigurat ion of the 2nd floor and 
unexpected major repairs to the first  floor 
due to significant flooding from Elliot  last 
December.

Some clubs combine their season opening 
event with their club?s commissioning. 
Wickford, being the Fun Club, decided to 
separate them right from the start . Why 
have one party when you can have two?  
This allows the Commodores? Reception to 
be fancier and more tradit ional, (in 1967 
that meant men wore Caps and Yacht ing 
Jackets, women wore serious cocktail 
dresses, and there was a dance floor 
surrounded by lighted mart ini fountains) 
leaving our Commissioning Day to be more 
laid back. This relaxed dress policy was 
essent ial in our early days since the 
Commissioning Day menu used to rotate 
from year to year between a ?cook your 
own? steak fry and a member dug, 
trench-style clambake. Both menus made 
'wash and wear' at t ire necessary!

 

 Mary Grace's

Di ar y



Our second member focused event at WYC is 
held to honor the current Commodore. 
Although tradit ionally referred to as the 
Commodore?s Ball, each Commodore?s 
personality shapes the event and its 
descript ion. This year?s party in honor of our 
57th Commodore, Ezra Smith, will be held on 
June 17th and will be the Commodore?s 
Clambake. Dress will be Yacht Club Casual, 
with blazers worn by officers during the 
receiving line.

 So, the Commodores? Reception is hosted by 
all Commodores in honor of all members. The 
Commodore?s Ball, hosted by WYC members, 
celebrates the current Commodore and the 
legacy he or she will leave. The inward, 
club-centric focus of these events is different 
from our other broadly focused social events. 
As a result , they are considered Members 
Only events where guests, while welcome, 
are not encouraged. 

As we roll through the social calendar, there 
are usually quest ions about dress code and 
which social events are appropriate for 
Junior members. Here are a few guidelines 
I?ve been asked to pass on:

- Cocktails? in the name of the invitat ion 
doesn?t mean the wardrobe term 
Cocktail Dress. It  just means we?re 
serving booze.

- The docks and decking have gaps and 
holes and our driveway is a minefield 
for high heels. Every couple of years 
someone gets hurt  due to footwear. 
Choose wisely for your safety!

- Yacht Club Casual means a shirt  with a 
collar, or equivalent, for men. For 
women, skirts, dresses or slacks.

-  Appropriate jeans are fine for all of us.
- Yacht Club Smart means a collared shirt  

and sweater or jacket for men. Khakis 
are preferred over jeans, but note that 
?preferred? doesn?t mean mandatory. 
Ties are appropriate for some, but not 
all, events.  Women seem to get this 
classificat ion without needing 
suggest ions.

- If you were or are a Flag Officer, please 
wear your blazer and patch when you 
represent your posit ion at official 
events.  For example, the Annual 
Meeting, Commodores? Reception, 
Commodore?s Ball, Commissioning Day, 
or a memorial or Celebrat ion of Life for a 
club member. At many of these events, 
the blazer can come off after the 
ceremonial part  of the event concludes.

- Junior members are especially welcome 
at family oriented events such as New 
Year?s Brunch, Kentucky Derby, 
Newcomers Meet and Greet, 
Commissioning Day, Cheeseburgers, 
Homecoming, Lobsterfest, Witches of 
Wickford, Halloween Trick or Treat, and 
the Junior Member Holiday Party.  
Please remember that Junior members 
and guests under 18 need to be 
accompanied by an adult  member when 
they are on the second floor of the 
clubhouse or on the upper pat io. Anyone 
under 12 must wear a flotat ion device 
when on the docks.

Although being at the Shipyard had fewer 
rules, the space we leased was only as large as 
our current Junior Yacht Club. That would 
mean we could only have about 25 members 
and NO ICE!  So, all things considered, Pleasant 
Street is a pretty sweet place to be in the 
summer!

See you at the Club! 

Mary Grace

 Mary Grace's

Di ar y



 Events Calendar

Upcoming  Events
5/3 WYC Ukulele group Mtg.
5/6 Kentucky Derby Rally

5/8 Board of Governors Mtg.
5/13 Sail into Summer- WSA Gala
5/14 Club Spring Clean up
5/17 WYC Ukulele group Mtg.
5/21 Newcomers Meet and Greet

5/27 Club Commissioning Day

Weekly events
Monday: 13:00 hr. Mahjong
Thursday: 10:00 hr. Coffee Hour

Friday: 18:00 hr. Happy Hour wine down



Commodore Ezra Smith

Vice Commodore Rex Brewer

Rear  Commodore David Lindquist

Fleet  Captain Suzanne Thoms

Member-at -Large Agu Suvari

Secretary Rich O'Brien

Treasurer Ben Rice

House Chair Charlie Costa

Past  Commodore Neil Bergh

WYC Commit tee Chairs
Awards Anne Cunic

Social Sue Smith and Scot Jones

Club Rental Agu Suvari

Communicat ions Rich O'Brien

Sunshine Pinkie Sweet-Holland

OTW Editor Erin Spear

Website Kyle Wilson

Yearbook Kathy Brown

Finance Rex Brewer

Frostbit ing Chuck Allen

Membership Karen Pizzaruso

NBYA Rep. Doug Nannig

Nominat ing Neil Bergh

Race David Lindquist

Regat ta  Act ivit ies Skip Whyte

WSA Grants Paul Nannig

Seminars Yarrow Thorne

WSA Skip Whyte

WYC Board of Governors



Wickford Yacht  Club
165 Pleasant  St reet
Wickford, RI 02852
(401) 294-9010
wickfordyc.com
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